
EPWORTH NEWS & NOTES 
Pastor Rodney’s Ramblings 

 

Then they will beat their swords into iron plows and their 
spears into pruning tools. Nation will not take up sword 

against nation; they will no longer learn how to make war. 

Isaiah 2:4 CEB 

 
 

The first Sunday of Advent is nearly here.  And on that 
day we will light the first candle of the advent wreath – 
the candle of Hope. I want to report to you that I am filled 
with hope despite the lack of peace in the world. Why? . .  
 

 Why not?  This is a wonderful church filled with great      
people. People who have rediscovered this year that 
God loves them and that how they live their faith   
matters!  

 We continue to grow as a church.  More people are          
attending worship and more people are involved in all 
of our programs weekly. 

 We are a generous church.  We have paid our tithe to 
the General Church plus we have given over $70,000 
to missions this year! That is over 13% of our church 
income! 

 We have exciting programs coming for children and 
youth beginning this month. Mark your calendar for 
Sunday December 17th and A Night in Bethlehem. 

 

 

 Aaron Taylor, our full time Director of Family               
Ministries, has brought a renewed sense of energy 
and hope to our programs.   

 We have adopted goals and a plan for 2018 that 
promises to keep us looking forward and we have the 
commitments to reach our goals. 

 

    Still not feeling the hope?  Here are a few ways you    

    can discover hope this month . . .  
 

 Read a daily Devotional like Upper Room.  

 Check out the Tree in the Gathering Space and the 
empty Gift Boxes. Help fill the boxes by giving the gift 
of hope to someone in need. 

 Join us Sunday mornings and celebrate the story of      
Christmas during worship. 

 Volunteer to be a part of the special Event — A Night 
in Bethlehem — on December 17th.   

 Join us on Christmas Eve for a special celebration. 

 Set an empty place at the dinner table this as a      
reminder of the hope we have that Christ will come 
again. 

 

    My prayer for each of you is that this season will fill you    

    with hope!  
  

              From my family to yours have a Merry Christmas!                                 

                                       Pastor Rodney 
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 Lent Preview 

 

Leadership Table Update 
 

On Thursday, November 2, members of Epworth gathered for our Annual Charge Conference in which several key 
decisions were made. One of those decisions was to encourage the call of our Director of Family Ministries, Aaron 
Taylor, as he pursues ordination in the United Methodist Church. In addition, at our Annual Charge Conference the 
church voted to officially incorporate, allowing for greater ease of use when establishing contracts and more. As we 
head into the new year we are also pleased to announce two new appointments to our Leadership Table, Melissa 
Zabel and Lucinda Lautz. Finally, we are excited to share our narrative budget with you, which you will find on the 
inside of this seasonal newsletter. 
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A healthy church grows by the numbers and gets stronger … 
 

We acknowledge that people are more important than numbers. The numbers we report represent our work and  
efforts as a church. Each number also represents a person. The numbers presented are current thru October 2017. 
A reminder that updated financial statements were recently emailed.  If you did not receive one or have questions 
please contact Patty Slipher, our Financial Secretary, by calling the church office (317) 251-1481.  Also remember 

that year end gifts must be turned into the church office by December 31 to be included in your year end statement. 
 
 

2017 Average Worship Attendance = 150  
 

2017 Ministry Fund Year to Date Giving: $357,540 vs 2017 Expenses: $362,122 
 

2017 Mission Giving - YTD $72,824 
 

2017 Total Capital Giving - $23,966    2017 Total Phase II Building Giving -  $65,552 

Sunday, November 26 

5:00 PM 

 Have Leftovers? 
 

We all get  sick of our own leftovers, so why not have a 
pitch-in and share them with someone else? It’s an ex-
cellent opportunity to clean out the fridge and eat some 
delicious food at the same time! And of course, work off 
some of that food with some fun games and activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
Have A Favorite Christmas Ornament? 
 

On December 3, beginning at 5:00pm we will begin    
preparing for Christmas by setting up and decorating a        
Christmas Tree in our Gathering Area.  
 
We’d like to invite you to bring your favorite Christmas 
Ornament with you to the event, and to share with your 
Epworth family why this Christmas ornament meant so 
much to you.   
 
You won’t be required to place your ornament on the 
Epworth Christmas Tree, but we do invite you to do so 
if you’d wish. However, there will be plenty of other 
items to decorate the tree with! 

  Loving 

 

It’s hard for me to believe that the holidays are here, 
but it is around this time that I am reminded how 
blessed we are to have so many dedicated              
volunteers who help lead us in worship every Sunday 
at Epworth. 
 

We would love to have you join our team, so I would 
like to invite you to add your voice to help us “make a 
joyful noise”! 
 

There are many opportunities for you to be involved 
in the worship service. Among them are Chancel 
Choir, Bell Choir, Praise Team, and our new Drama 
Ministry. 
 

You will see drama being integrated into our worship 
service starting in Advent.  I am very  excited to 
launch this new ministry, which you can read more 
about below.  
 

If any of this sounds interesting to you, and if you 
would like to help out during worship, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at jdmusman@gmail.com or 

317-445-5165. 

 

- John Phillips 

 

DRAMA MINISTRY 
 

All The World’s A Stage!  Do you have a hidden    
desire to win an Academy Award or a Tony?  Well 
then, our new Drama Ministry is for you!!  We will 
perform skits and plays to enhance the worship        
service. There isn’t a “set rehearsal/performance 
schedule”. They will be scheduled as the need      
arises. 
 

If you would like to be a part of these exciting minis-
tries. Contact our Worship Director, John Phillips at 

jdmusman@gmail.com or 317-445-5165. 

Notes from John  

‘Thanks for the Leftovers!’ 

Pitch-In Dinner 



 

We are enjoying a wonderful school year at Epworth 

Weekday Children's Ministries as our program has        

welcomed over 40 new families, currently serving 157 

children with 131 families.   
 

Thanks to the help of so many Epworth volunteers,   

especially Gregg Lilly, we were able to open our           

Outdoor Classroom when school started on August 

28th.  We have a few finishing touches to complete, but 

the children have been able to enjoy their time            

exploring our new space, proving it to be a wonderful 

space to learn and grow for all of our age groups.    
 

In order to support the missions of Epworth, our        

program is continuing to collect an offering each month 

that connects us to various missions within the church. 

Our families have become regular contributors to the 

Forest Manor Food Pantry, and several of our families 

were able to participate in the Pack Away Hunger event 

on Saturday, October 14th. It was a great experience to 

see children serving alongside adults to help feed      

others.   
 

Members of the congregation came to read to the        

children the week of October 16th.  It was a great treat 

to have all of these wonderful ladies in our               

classrooms. The children and teachers enjoyed having 

church members spend time with us.   
 

The preschoolers are also enjoying their monthly visits 

with our Director of Family Ministries, Aaron                    

Taylor.  Aaron is connecting the meaningful lessons 

from Sunday mornings to our groups once per month 

during his time with the children.  We are also blessed 

that Aaron is sharing is musical talents with them and 

  Growing Do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments,  

for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. 

      Proverbs 3:1-2 ESV  

 Winter Courses Beginning Soon 

 

Sunday Mornings (10:45 AM) 
 

The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 
November 26—December 24, Pat Engel 

An advent study that focuses on the  
characters in the Christmas story; those 
that bring us joy, and those that remind 
us why we need a Savior.  

 

Get to Know Epworth 
January 7, Epworth Staff 

Join us for this unique opportunity to learn all about 
what makes our community of Loving, Growing, and 
Serving tick.  

 

7 Things Wesley Wanted Us to Do for Kids 
January 14—February 4, Aaron Taylor 

Come and explore the 7 things that John Wesley       
instructed all Methodists to do for children in their 
churches.  

 

Top 10 Methodist Beliefs 
January 14—February 11, Pastor Rodney Frieden 

Through this course you can gain an understanding of 
the basic beliefs of the United Methodist Church. 
 

Sunday Evenings (5:00 PM) 

 

The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 
November 12—December 10, Pat Engel 

An advent study that focuses on the characters in the 
Christmas story; those that bring us joy, and those that 
remind us why we need a Savior.  
 

The Wesleyan Way of Prayer 
November 12—December 10,                          
Pastor Rodney Frieden 

Have you ever been nervous when 
being asked to pray for a group or 
lead a devotion? With the                    
fundamentals learned in this course, 
you’ll never have to worry about            

                         doing so again.  

The Lord’s Prayer 
January 14—February 11, Pat Engel 

Jesus had a very unique way of praying, and we’d be 
wise to follow his example. Come and learn the                
significance of The Lord’s Prayer.  

 

How to Read the Bible 
January 14—February 11,  
Pastor Rodney Frieden 

Sometimes reading the Bible 
can be challenging, but it doesn’t 
have to be. Come and start the 
year by learning how to enjoy 
the Bible and develop a reading 
plan.  



 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 Growing 

 

  Sunday, November 26, 5:00 pm 

  ‘Thanks for the Leftovers’ Dinner 

  Sunday, December 3, 5:00 pm 

  Club 345 

  Sunday, December 17, 6:00 pm 

         A Night In Bethlehem 
 

                

    Sunday, December 24, 6:00 pm 

            Family-Friendly Christmas Eve Service 

 

 

 

 

Parents Matter. 

By Aaron Taylor 

How important is  parenting, really?  

Well, here at Epworth we believe that parents are the         

number one influencer of their child’s walk with Christ, and 

we’re not alone in that sentiment.  

In fact, the single largest study on faith in America,  the 

National Study of Youth and Religion (NSYR), states that 

82 percent of children who grow up with parents who talk 

about faith at home, attached great importance to their  

beliefs, and were active in their congregations, continued 

their life of faith upon graduation of High School. In        

contrast, only one percent of children continue to live out 

their faith if they grew up in a home that placed little       

importance on their faith, even if they regularly attended 

church growing up.  

We’ve come to learn that the problem is simply                     

mathematical, even if a child grows up in church, that 

would mean that they would spend roughly 52 hours        

studying Scripture and engaging in meaningful, spiritual 

conversation. The average parent spends more than 3,000 

hours with their children on an annual basis. Therefore, 

what happens at home far outweighs what happens at 

church, and that means that faith at home is vastly more 

important.  

If you’re looking for ways to engage your children in a life-

changing relationship with Jesus Christ, here are three 

great ideas to get started: 

> Begin leading a family devotional time weekly. 

January 7, 5:00 PM 

Club 345 is a unique opportunity                                     

for our Third, Fourth, and Fifth                                         

Grade students to gather for                                                 

some fun games and activities                                             

and to prepare for the next                                                     

phase in their walk with Christ. 

 

Epworth United Methodist Church Night 

Saturday, January 27 | Tip-Off 7:00 PM  

$18 Gets You In And: 
A Free Gift! (Pacers Hat) 
A Free Food Voucher (Hot Dog, Chips, 

Drink) 
A Free Throw Shot on the Court After 

the Game 
Order Deadline: December 27 

www.pacersgroups.com/epworth 



2018 Narrative Budget 

Each year churches make a statement of faith in which they reveal that which 

is most important to them.  This statement of faith usually is not declared on 

a Sunday morning, and quite possibly the majority of the church members 

never see or hear it.  Nevertheless, the confession reveals the mission and 

everything else that the       congregation values most. It is not a historic doc-

ument or creed; this statement of faith is the annual operating budget.   

Defining our Priorities 

 

In the coming year Epworth UMC will continue to become a more thriving congregation and seek to accomplish  

our mission to make more disciples of Jesus Christ. Epworth’s Leadership Team has been working to put together  

a plan of ministry to accomplish our goals as a church. The goals presented in the Narrative Budget were developed 
to compliment the on-going work of the current Ministry Action Teams and are not inclusive of all that we hope to  

accomplish in 2018. 

 

You will discover that this Narrative Budget is presented as an extension of Epworth’s mission, vision, and values. 
More specifically our budget reflects our Vision of Loving, Growing, Serving. As the church begins to move forward, 
we will be able to determine if our efforts are moving us strategically in the direction of our goals as a church. There 
is also a line item budget that is available to view in the church office. Both of these tools provide us with better ways 
as Church Leaders to be accountable for the actions we take as a church. The narrative themes in our budget will 
continue to be incorporated in all of our church materials and communications such as the newsletter, the  

Sunday Worship bulletin and reports given to the Leadership Team.  

 

I and all of our church leaders are committed to leading this church in partnership with Pastor Rodney and the pro-
gram staff. We all believe that Epworth’s best days as a church are still ahead of us. As we look ahead, we also cele-

Church Leadership was invited to reflect on the past year and to look ahead to 2018 during our planning   

retreat in October.  Below are just some of their thoughts.  I hope that they are reflective of our  

     entire church family as we celebrate this past year and look ahead with anticipation for the New Year. 

          

         Pastor Rodney Frieden 

 

As a Church, we give thanks this past year for … 

> a Shift towards being more Outwardly focused as church  > Growing spirit of optimism and renewal   

> a plan for discipleship  > Youth Mission Trip   > Fellowship and learning  > New Video Displays  

> Improved Financial Health of the church  > Office Volunteers  > Packing Meals as a church family 

> Worship-focused Sunday morning service  > KIDS Program > New Preschool Leadership   

> Fish Fry raising money for missions  > New People and programs  > Music Program  



As an act of love, we will seek to love God by providing a meaningful and potential life-
changing worship service every week of the year. This past year we held weekly services 
and on average we had 151 people attend each week. During Lent and Advent we hosted 
additional special worship services to help people connect with God during these special 
times of the year. We were also blessed by the music and leadership provided by the Choir, 
Praise Team, Bell Choir, and musical guests. 
 

This past year we were able to continue to improve our facilities by working to provide    
improved accessibility to the building and expand the fellowship space in the Gathering  
area. We are committed to improving the facility this coming year, as opportunity and      
necessity dictates, as a means of being welcoming to all that enter through our doors .   
 

During 2018, we will work to increase our average worship attendance by welcoming new 
worshippers into our community of faith. We plan to achieve this goal by through weekly 
worship services as well as special services throughout the year. We will also continue to  
work to create a more welcoming and invitational setting for worship.    
 

We will continue to offer a variety of music to assist us in reaching a diverse group of  
people. This is done in hopes of blending the best forms of worship enabling us to engage 
more people in the activity of worship. We expect the results from our expenditures in this 
area to assist those that come to worship in a way that allows them to better connect their 
hearts and minds with God.  

 

Budget Need:  

$142,979 

 

Small Groups have been a part of the Methodist Church beginning with John Wesley and 
the Class Meeting. During this past year we had nearly 100 people participate in some form 
of small group - from Sunday School to Weekly Study Groups to monthly groups. We hope 
to grow that number to include over 100 each week during the coming year.   
 

A continuing area of emphasis this coming year will be our Children and Youth programs 

through the development of Family Ministry.  We will work to increase participation in these 

areas through invitation, training, and consistent high-quality programming.  We remain fo-

cused on developing a sustainable program focused on children and youth.  

 

We believe that the best way to develop Disciples of Jesus that actively live their faith is to 

connect believers with other believers through fellowship and study. This year, we will     

further seek to encourage people to be involved in a small group through new groups and 

programs. All of our small group offerings will be intentionally designed to encourage  

We believe that serving the world begins at home and extends around the globe as we 
seek to help God’s people wherever and whenever we can. As a result, this past year we 
have sought ways to reach out and engage our community with a message of God's love 
by our involvement and support of things like: Mission Trips, Forest Manor Food Pantry, 
Packing Meals for Pack Away Hunger, and countless other worthy mission efforts. 
 

We will renew our commitment to giving through our Conference and District. As a result, 
we will seek to increase our giving to the Indiana United Methodist Conference during 2018 
with a goal of tithing (10%) to the mission efforts of the United Methodist Church. This type 
of giving provides us the chance to do together what no one person, or church, could ever 
do alone. This giving also connects us to United Methodist people and groups around the 
world who serve and share God’s love.  
 

We will continue our emphasis on special Mission Giving as well as provide special giving 
opportunities during the year.  We have a goal to provide over $60,000 in support for     
mission action during 2018— this represents over 13% of our budgeted income.  This     
includes a renewed commitment to keep the Annual Fish Fry focused on raising money for 
Missions. We will also work to focus our mission efforts in such a way that everyone might 
be able to express how Epworth is connected through missions in our community and 
world. We will also seek to enhance the many ways people can engage with missions so 
that more people might be able to participate in living their faith through service to others.  

Loving 

Growing 

Serving 

 

Budget Need:  

$145,044 

 

In addition to specific programs 

 

Budget Need:  

$167,005 

 

In addition to specific programs 



You are invited to participate in a Lucas Oil Family Night with 

the Indiana Pacers. Invite your friends and family as we sit 

together as a group and receive a special discounted ticket 

Epworth United Methodist Night with the Pacers 

Indiana Pacers vs. Orlando Magic 

By purchasing tickets through this offer, you will also:  

Receive a FREE Gift (Pacers Branded Hat) 

Receive a food voucher for a hot dog, chips, & Pepsi product 

Have an opportunity to shoot a free throw on the main floor after the game 

Questions? 

Contact Aaron Taylor 

 

ORDER ONLINE 

www.pacersgroups.com/epworth 

 

Order Deadline: 

Special Ticket Price: $18 

http://www.pacersgroups.com/epworth




 Serving 
Epworth Mission Partners         

Who knows how God will use 

these new connection to make 

and grow disciples?  

Please keep our mission partners in your 

Prayers. Pray for their work and our 

church as we work to better connect as 

partners in their work. 

Linda Stransky Director of Jubilee Project 

Larry and Jane Kies, Africa University 

Mission Guatemala 

Forest Manor Food Pantry 

Guatay … Guatay … Guatemala!   Guatay … Guatay … Guatemala!   
 

This silly ditty still rings in my ears after returning from a visit to Mission Guatemala.  The visit 

provided the opportunity to learn more about the work that Dave burns and his staff are doing.  

While there I was also able to visit the villages and towns that are being transformed by the    

efforts of Mission Guatemala. The images continue to flash before my eyes as Guatemala is a   

beautiful country and the work that is being done by Mission Guatemala is making a difference 

in the communities they serve. 
 

The problems around the world are not much different than the ones we have in our community – 

hunger, food insecurity, and education.  The problems are the same, but in this case they are so 

much bigger than our own.   

Guatemala ranks 4th in the world in malnutrition. Chronic malnutrition in the Mayan areas is 

69.5 percent. So far in 2017, Mission Guatemala has served over 200,000 meals to help fight 

hunger thanks to you and Pack Away Hunger.  Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 

one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  Matthew 25:40 
 

Plan on joining us July 28-August 5, 2018 as we travel to work with Mission Guatemala.  

Space is limited and deposits are due by January 1 to reserve your spot.  Details for this trip will 

be given during a brief presentation following Sunday School on Sunday November 19th. 

Project Jubilee 

Sneedville, Tennessee 

Interested in a short term mission 

trip? We’ll be headed to Sneedville 

for a long weekend  trip from:  

May 10 — May 13 

to serve alongside our mission 

partners at The Jubilee Project.  

For more information about this 

trip please contact Lucinda Lautz 

at lhlmk99@gmail.com. 

How Baby Boomers Are Serving the Community 

By Pat Engel 
 

As some Baby Boomers enter the ‘empty nester’ stage of their lives, and 

others approach retirement, we are looking for ways to give back, make 

a difference, and put hands to their faith. 
 

In response we’ve developed ‘Baby Boomers Day Out’ service              

opportunities, a monthly opportunity to serve our community in the name 

of Christ. Feel free to take a look at our schedule below, and if you’re 

interested, please contact our Director of Discipleship, Pat Engel, by  

phone (317-251-1481) or e-mail (engelp@epworthindy.org). 
 

> December 16, 9:15 AM: Gleaners Food Bank 

> January: Care Package Assembly for Nursing Home Residents 

> February 17, 9:00 AM: Pack Away Hunger (at Beech Grove facility) 

> March 31, 12:00 PM: Forest Manor Food Pantry Spruce Up 

> April: Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (TBD) 

. . . and more to come! 

As our congregation works on being better prepared for emergencies and disasters, we      

encourage you to keep the pastors’ phone numbers in your emergency contacts: 

Pastor Rodney: (317)-670-5166 | Pat Engel: (317)-450-3928 | Aaron Taylor: (812)-595-4282 



Contact Us: 
 
Rodney Frieden 
Senior Pastor 
rodney.frieden@inumc.org 

 
Pat Engel 
Director of Discipleship 
engelp@epworthindy.org 

 
Aaron Taylor 
Director of Family Ministry 
taylora@epworthindy.org 
 

John Phillips 
Director of  Worship 
jdmusman@gmail.com 

 
Anndi Maguire 
Preschool Director 
preschool@epworthindy.org 
 

 

 
Patty Thomas  
Office Manager 
thomasp@epworthindy.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

www.epworthindy.org 

6450 Allisonville Road 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 

 

 

 

 
                   Epworth United  
                   Methodist Church   

The Family Portrait at Christmas is for many a family   

tradition, but what if  life isn’t as pretty as the picture? 

Sunday December 18 

9:30 AM 

Join “Mom and Dad” and the 

choir as they retell their First 

Christmas together . . . 

or at least as they remember it ! 

mailto:rodney.frieden@inumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchHagerstownIndiana

